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SURAH 16

Al-Nahl
(The Bees)

Prologue

Although this siirah enjoys a calm rhythm with a quiet, soft beat, it nonetheless
tackles several main topics within its broad framework. It makes use of several
sound effects and emphatic connotations to heighten its impact. Like all sirahs
revealed in Makkah, it discusses the main topics of faith, such as God’s oneness,
revelation and resurrection. But it also refers to a number of secondary topics, such
as the essential unity between Abraham’s faith and the faith preached by
Muhammad (peace be upon them both). It outlines the true nature of God’s will, and
mentions the human will with regard to accepting or denying the true faith,
following divine guidance or going astray. It explains the mission of God’s
messengers and His law that applies to those who deny them and their messages. It
discusses the question of who may forbid things or leave them lawful, and the false
concepts of pagan ideologies in this regard. It speaks of leaving one’s community to
migrate for God’s sake, the persecution Muslims may suffer at the hands of
unbelievers, the rejection of faith after having accepted it and what punishment any
of these situations may incur. It then adds some discussion on human dealings, such
as maintaining justice, ensuring kindly treatment, giving money for good purposes
and the fulfilment of promises and pledges, as well as other practices that observe
the principles of faith. Thus we see how the siirah weaves together its interrelated
subject matter.

These topics are presented within an expansive framework in which all the events
take place. It includes the heavens and the earth, with the rain pouring down, the
trees springing up, the day and night, the sun, the moon and the stars, the seas, the
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mountains and the rivers. It is indeed this whole world with all that takes place in it
as well as the life to come with all its scenery and the fates of different categories of
God’s creatures. It also includes the realm that lies beyond the reach of our
perception, and the feelings it inspires within us.

Against such a broad backdrop the sirah sounds like a massive campaign aimed at
profoundly influencing people’s hearts and minds. It is a campaign that uses a
moderate rhythm with several coherent sounds. It has nothing of the very strong
beats we hear in Sirahs 6 and 13, Cattle and Thunder respectively. Yet in its quiet
rhythm it addresses every sense and feeling in the human soul, as well as both
reason and conscience. It alerts our eyes to see, our ears to hear, our hands to touch
and feel, our consciences to be alert and our minds to reflect. It portrays every aspect
of the whole universe, looks at the present life and the life to come, as well as secrets
of the universe and what is beyond the reach of our faculties of perception. All these
are used to heighten the effect on our senses, hearts and minds. The result is a
massive panorama which only a closed mind and a dead heart can ignore.

We are directed to look at the signs and messages that God has placed throughout
the universe, and the great bounties and blessings He has given to mankind, and to
reflect on the scenes of the Day of Judgement, the images of death, and the fate
suffered by former communities. Coupled with this is a series of emotional touches
that penetrate the depths of our hearts, and which refer to the different stages of
human life from unborn embryos, to people in the full vigour of youth, in mid-life
and in old age, as also in situations of strength and weakness, enjoying God’s
blessings or enduring hardship. It uses different styles and modes of expression,
giving examples, drawing images, relating dialogue and presenting stories in order
to make its message clear and enhance its effect.

The splendid colours that impart their shades to the whole atmosphere of the
surah also highlight a number of great natural phenomena, reflecting the greatness of
creation, God’s bounty, His knowledge and elaborate planning. These are all
intermingled. The great universe created by God is subject to God’s perfect
knowledge and His meticulous design and planning. Yet it is meant to be a blessing
for mankind, meeting not only their needs but also their wishes and expectations.
Thus all needs and necessities are satisfied; adornments provided; relaxation of body
and soul ensured. It is then right that people should give thanks and express their
gratitude to God.

Thus throughout the surah we see God’s blessings and believers expressing
gratitude. There are several directives on the need to show such gratitude, coupled
with various comments. Parables are given, as well as examples. The most vivid of
these is that of the Prophet Abraham who is described as showing “his gratitude for
the blessings bestowed by Him who had chosen him and guided him to a straight path.”
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(Verse 121)

All this is given in a perfect harmony of image, connotation, expression, rhythm,
issue and subject matter. We now hope to outline some of these as we discuss the
surah in detail.
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1

God the Creator of All

In the Name of God, the Lord of Grace, the Ever Merciful.

God's judgenent is bound to come; so do not seek
to hurry it on. Lipsitless is He in His glory and
sublimely exalted above anything people may
associate with Him. (1)

He  sends down  angels with this  divine
inspiration, [bestowed] by His will on such of
His servants as He pleases: Wam [mankind]
that there is no deity other than Me: so fear Me.

@

He has created the heavens and the earth in truth;
sublimely exalted is He above anything people
may associate with Him. (3)

He creates man out of a drop of sperns; yet this
sanme man is openly contentions. (4)

He creates cattle which give you warmth and other
benefits; and from them you obtain food. (5)

And you find beauty in them when you drive
them homse in the evening and when you take
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